
 

 

COPELAND HIGHWAYS WORKING GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Copeland Highways Working Group held on Friday, 16 
December 2022 at 10.00 am at Teams 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr K Hitchen (Chair) 
 

Mr MS Barbour 
Mr M Hawkins 
Mr FI Morgan 
 

Mr CP Turner 
Mr CJ Whiteside 
Mr AW Wonnacott 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Davis - Democratic Services Officer 
Mr C McCarron - Highways Network Engineer 
Mr M Reeves - Traffic Management Team Leader 
Ms L Shaw - Area Manager - Allerdale/Copeland 
Mr S Giles - Flood and Development Management Officer 
Mr P Telford - Development Management Officer 
 

   

15 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
There were no apologies for absence received for the meeting. 
 
16 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the meeting held on 11 October 2022 be agreed as 

a true record of the meeting. 
 
17 DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT UPDATE 
 
Members received a report that presented an overview of Flood and Development 
Management activities in the Copeland area.  Appended to the report were major 
and strategic planning applications, a section 106 contributions update and current 
flooding investigations in the area.   
 
Following a question from the Local Member for Mirehouse on the proposal for land 
west of Cleator Moor Road, Whitehaven, the officer gave a more detailed 
explanation of the drainage system proposed by the developer to help alleviate 
flooding in the area.   
 
The officer asked for members’ feedback on Appendix 2 –Section 106 agreements.  
It was agreed that future reports include new agreements, funding received, work 
completed and outstanding agreements.   



 

 

 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor West raised concerns around the financial 
aspects of the Lechonfield Industrial Estate masterplan and the impact of not having 
a Local Plan in place.  The Local Member also raised flooding concerns and agreed 
to supply officers with detailed information on this.  The officer advised the design 
would include appropriate storage for surface water and the development would not 
impact the area. 
 
The officer agreed to discuss the arrangements for Links Crescent, Seascale and 
the CNC Training Facility with the Local Member for Gosforth. 
 
Drainage and flooding issues were raised.  It was acknowledged that the stormy 
weather, together with autumnal leaves/debris, had caused problems but the 
officers assured members the draining system in Copeland was fit for purpose.  
Members highlighted the need for road sweeping, a Borough Council function.  The 
Highways Network Engineer advised the Group that an offer of assistance had been 
made to the Borough Council to help with this.  The desire for lengths men to carry 
out some remedial work was expressed.  The Development Management Officer 
confirmed to members that an address that had nearly flooded had been added to 
the flooding “hot spots” register.   
 
The Local Member for Cleator Moor West advised the Group that National 
Highways had been requested to contact the new Cumberland Authority members 
for them to gain an understanding of the planned Moresby Embankment work.  The 
need for a comprehensive handover to the new Cumberland Authority members 
was raised. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
18 LOCAL AREA NETWORK MANAGER'S REPORT 
 
Members received a report from the Highways Network Engineer giving an update 
on Highway Network matters following the last group meeting in October. 
 
It was noted that refurbishment of Beckermet suspension bridge had been 
completed and was open again for public use.  The Local Member for Gosforth 
asked that his thanks be passed on to the Team. 
 
Members noted that the last meeting of the A595 was held on 23 November and a 
presentation was given by National Highways on the upcoming Moresby 
Embankment project.  It was noted that 62,000 leaflets had been reissued to the 
residents of West Cumbria to advertise another raft of consultation sessions for the 
upcoming scheme.  The officer outlined that drainage issues had been identified on 
the proposed scheme and a site visit had been undertaken with representatives 
from National Highways and the Borough Council to try and resolve these.  It was 
noted that a further visit was planned for mid to late January.  Other items discussed 
at the meeting included flooding at Hensingham, West Lakes Science Park 
pedestrian and cyclist connectivity project and the Sellafield Bike User Group.  The 
next meeting of the Group was due to take place on 1 February 2023. 
 



 

 

It was noted that the 2022/23 Works Programme was appended to the report and 
showed the remaining Cumbria Highways in house works programme. The 
document detailed the upcoming works for the remainder of the current financial 
year funded from the devolved capital budget.  Members were informed that within 
the Copeland area there were two dedicated construction teams which worked on 
drainage, footway and patching works.  The officer highlighted various surfacing 
schemes planned for the current financial year.  This was outlined in Appendix 2 to 
the report. 
 
A short discussion took place around flooding in Parton and the water basin 
constructed to resolve this.  The Development Management Officer reported on the 
reconstruction of the water basin, expressing confidence in it but asked members to 
report any further issues to officers. 
 
A lengthy discussion took place around the planned works on the Moresby 
Embankment.  Members and officers expressed the need for pre planning, a 
dilapidation scheme and the involvement of the new Cumberland Authority 
members as the works were due to take place after vesting day.   Concerns were 
raised about the proposed removal of speed bumps at Moresby Park and members 
felt it was imperative that alternative measures were put in place.  The officers 
agreed to raise this with National Highways.  The Traffic Team Management Leader 
advised members that National Highways had submitted the temporary TRO 
applications for this work. 
 
RESOLVED, that the report be noted. 
 
19 CRASH GROUP 
 
The Traffic Team Management Leader – Copeland updated members on CRASH 
matters.  Members noted that there were four outstanding issues for Copeland on 
the CRASH agenda.  The officer recapped on items that had either been dismissed 
or resolved during the past year and outlined new safety camera sites that had been 
established.  To conclude the officer outlined safety camera visits during the year in 
three specifics sites, the NIPs that had been issued during these visits and the hope 
that regular attendance of the vans would reduce speeding in the areas. 
 
The Local Member for Howgate raised serious concerns for pedestrian safety 
around Howgate roundabout/Gallows Lonning and urged immediate action and 
longer term solutions be sought.  It was recognised that with the planned weekend 
closures of the A595, this problem would be exacerbated.  The Local Member for 
Cleator Moor West advised that this would be the emergency services route during 
the closures and suggested that National Highways be approached for a 
contribution.  It was agreed that the Local Member for Howgate and officers 
discussed the matter further outside the meeting. 
 
Following a question from the Local Member for Egremont North and St Bees, the 
Chair advised ongoing discussions with officers to plan a “handover” session for the 
new Cumberland Authority members. 
 
20 DATE & TIME OF NEXT MEETING 



 

 

 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Group was scheduled for 15 February 
2023 at 10 am via Teams. 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.20 am 
  

 
 

 


